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Synopsis

Small telescopes, whether simple beginners’ telescopes or refined computer-controlled instruments,
are gaining popularity fast as technology improves and public interest increases. In this book the
author has brought together the experience of small telescope users to provide an insightful look
into just what is possible. It is written for newcomers to astronomy and experts. Topics covered
include: refractors, reflectors, advanced catadioptric telescopes, and a simple radio telescope.

Almost everyone with an interest in practical astronomy will want this book.
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Customer Reviews

This book is a collection of essays on experiences using small telescopes for observing the
heavens. The discussions range from 60mm refractors thru 5 in. "go to" scopes, including a home
made 4 in. Newtownian. There is also a short essay on radio astronomy which seems out of place in
this text. This book would have been served by better organization. Some of the essays have good
insights on observing with these small telescopes, but it pays to look through all the essays, even
for those not dealing with the specific telescope one owns or is interested in. This book was
published with beginners in mind, but the organization of the book may leave a beginner confused.
This is a bit below the average of books in the "Practical Astronomy" series, but a good starting
point for owners of telescopes 5 in. in diameter and smaller. The "Radio Telescope" essay, though

out of place in this text, gives an insight into non-visual astronomy open to the amatuer astronomer.



This book has some interesting and intriguing ideas for owners of any telescope, not just ones that
are 5 inches or less, as suggested by the book. | own an 8 inch Celestron Nexstar 8se, and | found

the techniques for observation as suggested in the book to be very useful.

This "book" is mostly a collection of unrelated chapters each by a different person with a modest

telescope.Very little advice or" how to do it" in this book.Save your money.

Another collection essays by a number of people that purports to be "by" Stephen Tonkin. "Edited

by", and inexpertly at that, would be more accurate. Please don’t buy this book.
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